
Rooted, Week 4: Not even God Goes it Alone 
How does this relationship grow? Abide with each other 
 
Last week:  
How do we know God? Through holy conversation, 
imagination/investment, prayer, and Scripture 
Prayer: lifting our hearts to God; spending time on this 
relationship; not trying to move God but to move ourselves to be 
willing and ready to receive God’s good gifts 
Scripture: sacred and vital to the Christian life; the primary 
authority for faith and practice that 

reveals everything we need for salvation; Wesley believed that the 
living core of the Christian faith was revealed in Scripture, illumined 
by tradition, vivified in personal experience, and confirmed by 
reason. (Book of Discipline, p. 82)  
 
Tonight: We can know God through being in relationship with others. The Christian Faith is not 
to be lived in isolation. John Wesley actually said that if we really wanted to know God and 
God’s love, we had to be in community. 
 
Our instincts are to isolate: 

• Being in relationships is risky—and sometimes we strike out.  
• Armoring up feels safer 
• Preserving the image feels preferrable to being vulnerable 
• It takes time to create those connections where we can know and be known 
• We don’t really know who else is new and if they are as in need of people as we are 

 
Faith is personal, but it is not private: 

The gospel of Christ knows of no religion, but social; no holiness but social holiness. Faith 
working by love, is the length and breadth and depth and height of Christian perfection.  

– John Wesley 
 

And God is relational: the Trinity is three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
 
Questions from early Methodism, which was grounded in groups that met regularly and 
asked these questions: 

• How is it with your soul?  
• Who is watching over you in love?  
• Who are you watching over in love? 

 
How do you find community?  
If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again. 
 



At Broadway we have groups organized around the following: 
1. Discover new learning and perspective through growth groups. 
2. Activate gifts together through ministry groups. 
3. Journey together through healing and recovery through Pathway groups. 
4. Build relationships through these and other social groups. 

 
3 Rules of engagement with others originating in Methodism: 

1. Avoid doing harm 
2. Do as much good as possible. 
3. Stay in love with God. 

 
Discussion questions: 

• Where and how have you formed the most meaningful relationships?  
• What does it take to form authentic relationships?  
• Where at BUMC do you see authentic relationships happening? Are you finding that for 

yourself or struggling to find that?  
• Is there anyone in your life who helps you live with intentionality?  
• Who do you help live with intentionality? How did those relationships come to be? 

My takeaway from tonight: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Growth Groups: 

• Four-week equipping group on prayer starting Week of October 24 
• Four-week Advent Studies (including a Pathway-style group) starting week of November 28 
• Winter Groups start in February 

 
Current offerings for regular connections: 

• Online chat for BUMC Online 
• Lingering to talk during regular services (MR: 8:15, 9:30, 11; Pathway; GW 9:00, 10:30) 
• Attending second-Sunday events virtually or in-person 
• Embrace - Women's Facebook Group 
• Facebook Prayers at 9 am, BUMC FB page 

 
Ministry teams: 
Welcome Team 
Coffee Team 
Worship Technology Team 
Broadway Babies Meals  
Music Ministry 
Early Learning Center 

Prayer Team 
Facilities Team 
Bereavement Meal Team 
Stephen Ministry  
Kids Zone 
Student Ministry 

Mid-week Volunteer 
Care Visit Friend 
The Haven 
Security Team 
MAC Setup Team 
Office Volunteers

 


