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God Wants to be Known 
 
And I pray that y’all, being rooted and established in love, 
may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, 
to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love 
of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that y’all may be filled to the measure of all 
the fullness of God.  Ephesians 3:17-19  

 
 
A relationship with God is NOT about  
• Rules 
• Hyperactive work 
• Behavior management 
 
How do we know God? (video) 
• Holy Conversation through community 
• Imagination and Investment  
• Prayer 
• Scripture 
 
Digging Deeper into Scripture and Prayer 
• Methodists are not in the Fundamentalist lineage 
• Understanding how Fundamentalists View the Bible 
 
What does our tradition say about Scripture? 
• God inspired the human authors, and God worked in the process of canonization 
• The Holy Spirit works as we study Scripture in community and relates ancient texts to 

today’s reality  
• Scripture is sacred and vital to the Christian life 
• The Bible is the primary authority for faith and practice  
• The Bible reveals everything we need for salvation.  
 
  



Wesleyan Quadrilateral 
Wesley believed that the living core of the 
Christian faith was revealed in Scripture, 
illumined by tradition, vivified in personal 
experience, and confirmed by reason.  
– Book of Discipline, p. 82 
 
 
 
 
 
Wesley on Prayer 
• Prayer is part of the Christian life and essential for growing in our relationship with God 
• Prayer is the lifting up of the heart to God. All words of prayer, without this, are mere 

hypocrisy.  
 
 

“So that the end of your praying is not to inform God, as though he knew not your 
wants already; but rather to inform yourselves, to fix the sense of those wants more 
deeply in your hearts, and the sense of your continual dependence on him who only 
is able to supply all your wants. It is not so much to move God—who is always more 
ready to give than you to ask—as to move yourselves, that you may be willing and 

ready to receive the good things he has prepared for you.”  -John Wesley 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What sticks out to you about the large group conversation tonight? 
2. What barriers have you faced in growing in your relationship with God? 
3. How have you thought about prayer in the past, and how are you thinking about it now? 
4. We are in the third week of class with three more to go. In the coming weeks, we’ll talk 

about the ways we live out community at BUMC, how we understand our work beyond the 
walls of the church in the broader community, and how to think about/work through the 
Christian life when things get tough. What have you liked about the course content so far, 
and what are you looking forward to covering in the coming weeks?  

 


