
 
Rooted, Week 5: Joining in God’s Work in the World 
How do we join in what God is doing in the world? 
 
Guiding Verse 
And I pray that y’all, being rooted and established in love, may have 
power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide 
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this 
love that surpasses knowledge—that y’all may be filled to the 
measure of all the fullness of God.  Ephesians 3:17-19  
 

 
Last week:  
How do we know God?  We can know God through being in relationship with others. The 
Christian Faith is not to be lived in isolation. John Wesley actually said that if we really wanted 
to know God and God’s love, we had to be in community. (Check out the Week 4 handout for 
information on the small group opportunities and ministries inside the walls.)  

 
Tonight: Joining in God’s Work in the World 
• The General Rule of Discipleship 
• The Cross of Faith 
 
General Rule of Discipleship  
To witness to Jesus in the world and follow his teachings through acts of compassion, justice, 
worship, and devotion under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 
What does this mean? 
• Disciples of Jesus have personal experience of God acquired through individual and 

communal life together 
• Disciples see and participate in what Jesus is doing in the world that Jesus loves 
• Disciples of Jesus live out their faith through both works of piety (worship, devotion) and 

works of mercy (compassion and justice) 
• Disciples don’t do this alone but through the guidance and work of the Holy Spirit 
 
*Video* 
 
From the Book of Discipline: 
126. The Heart of Christian Ministry—The heart of Christian ministry is Christ’s ministry of 
outreaching love. Christian ministry is the expression of the mind and mission of Christ by a 
community of Christians that demonstrates a common life of gratitude and devotion, witness 
and service, celebration and discipleship. 
 



Cross of Faith 
• Personal walk with God  

o Works of piety (personal and family prayer, searching the 
Scriptures, fasting) 

• Social walk with other persons and all of creation:  
o Personal works of personal mercy (direct help, comfort, 

hospitality) 
o Social works of mercy (acts of justice—working with other 

institutions for the common good…asking why people are 
hungry and then organizing to address it) 

 
 
Ministries Outside the Walls 
https://broadwayunited.org/community
• Room in the Inn 
• Broadway Abroad Missions 
• School Partnerships 
• The Foundry 
• Hotel Inc 
• Boys to Men 
• Camp Loucon 
• Megan’s Mobile Grocery 

• Lil’ Angels Attic 
• International Center of KY 
• WKU Wesley Foundation 
• Foster Adoption Village 
• Christmas Store 
• BRACAC 
• Kentucky United Methodist Children’s 

Home 
 
 
Takeaway 
Ministry outside the walls of our church is an important way we live out our faith. 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
• Reflecting on the importance of community from last week, what does it look like to be in a 

community wherein the members look after one another in love? 
 
 
 
 
• What gifts do you bring to this community? 
 
 
 
 
• How have you understood discipleship in the past? How is this Methodist definition the 

same or different than what you grew up with? 
 
 



 
 
• What feels the most challenging to you about discipleship?  
 
 
 
 
• What does it mean for us to come alongside and partner with other organizations for long-

term change? What are the strengths and weaknesses of this approach? 
 
 
 
 
• What does it look like when we participate in God’s work in the world? Where do we see 

God working, and how can we know it is God? 
 
 
 
 


